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SchoolHouse Connection 
works to overcome 
homelessness through 
early care and education.

We provide strategic advocacy and practical 
assistance in partnership with schools, early 
childhood programs, institutions of higher 
education, service providers, families, and youth.

WEBSITE: 
schoolhouseconnection.org

NEWSLETTER:
schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

● Federal and state policy advocacy
● Q&A from our inbox
● Webinars and implementation tools
● Youth leadership and scholarships

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up


John Burton Advocates for 
Youth
John Burton Advocates for Youth improves the 

quality of life for youth in California who have 

been in foster care or homeless by advocating 

for better laws, training communities to 

strengthen local practices and conducting 

research to inform policy solutions.

WEBSITE: 
jbay.org

© 2025 CA Homeless Education Conference



Today’s Learning Objectives:
1. Understand who is considered an “unaccompanied homeless 

youth” (UHY) and the responsibilities of McKinney-Vento 
liaisons

2. Summarize UHY provisions from FAFSA Simplification Act 

3. Learn about the FAFSA/CADAA Challenge for Students 
Experiencing Homelessness and best practices for supporting 
students completing the FAFSA
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Today’s Agenda: 
● Homeless Overview
● Responsibilities of Liaisons 
● FAFSA Simplification 
● 2026-27 FAFSA
● Verification and IDs

● CADAA & CalKids
● Scenarios
● FAFSA Best Practices 
● Resources
● Q&A
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Homeless 
Overview
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Who is Considered Homeless 
on the FAFSA?
➔ Unaccompanied

○ Not living in the physical 
custody of a parent or legal 
guardian

➔ Homeless
○ Lacking fixed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime 
residence

➔ Unaccompanied
○ Not living in the physical custody of a 

parent or legal guardian

➔ Self-Supporting
○ Pays for their own expenses, including 

fixed, regular, and adequate housing

➔ At Risk of Homelessness
○ Housing may cease to be fixed, regular, 

and adequate
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Dependency Status
➔ Either Dependent or Independent

◆ Dependent = parent information on FAFSA

◆ Independent = no parent information on FAFSA

➔ Unaccompanied Homeless Youth = Independent 

➔ Unaccompanied, Self-Supporting, and At-Risk of Homelessness = Independent

➔ Accompanied Homeless Youth = Dependent
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Why Do Youth Experience Homelessness 
on Their Own, as Unaccompanied Youth?
● Youth flee abuse or neglect.

○ 40-60% of unaccompanied youth were abused physically at home.
○ 17-25% of unaccompanied youth were abused sexually at home.
○ Connection between parental substance use and abuse and youth leaving 

home
● Parents force youth out of the home due to conflicts.

○ Sexual orientation and gender identity
○ Pregnancy

● Families separated through death, incarcerations, lack of shelter space, parental 
deportation. 
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What Does 
Homelessnes
s Look Like? 
There isn’t 
always a “sign.”

Sharing the housing of others due to loss 
of housing, economic hardship, or similar 
reason. 

Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or 
camping grounds due to lack of alternative 
adequate accommodations.

Living in emergency or transitional shelters

Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, 
or similar settings. 

Living in a residence hall/dorm but 
otherwise would have no place to go.
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Responsibility of 
Liaisons
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons and 
the FAFSA 

Under McKinney-Vento, liaisons are required to to inform unaccompanied homeless 
youth (UHY) of their status of an independent student on the FAFSA

Unaccompanied homeless youth need determinations (letter or a documented phone call) for 
the FAFSA that verify the student meets the definition of an UHY. 
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Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Determinations
by School District Liaisons
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California UHY 
FAFSA 
Determinations

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

   3,697 3,660 3,871 4,585 5,674 5,945 5,381 4,568 5,319 7,332
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons
and the FAFSA 
McKinney-Vento liaisons are also required to train school staff about McKinney-Vento. All 
school staff should know how and who to contact when they learn a student is 
experiencing homelessness.  

Homeless youth must receive assistance from school counselors to advise, prepare, and 
improve their readiness for college. 

Liaisons may rely on other school staff members to help students complete the FAFSA. 
This makes school counselors important partners.
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Under the FAFSA Simplification Act, McKinney-Vento liaisons can now designate other people 
(counselors, social workers, etc.) to provide UHY determinations. 

We created this referral form to help ease the process between designees and liaisons when 
coming across UHY on the FAFSA.
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons
and the FAFSA 

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/fafsa-referral-form-for-mckinney-vento-liaisons


FAFSA 
Simplification
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FAFSA Simplification Act
● The FAFSA Simplification Act was signed in 

2020, and most changes for homeless and foster 
youth went into effect in the 2023-2024 FAFSA. 

● ED released guidance on April 14, 2023, and 
further guidance on July 19, 2024, declaring the 
homeless/foster provisions are in effect now and 
providing instructions to financial aid 
administrators. 

● The 2024-2025 FAFSA rollout was 
unique and challenging, with some of 
the new changes from The FAFSA 
Simplification Act and the issues 
(multiple delays, glitches, 
miscommunication from ED, etc.). 

● The FAFSA Deadline Act was signed 
into law in December 2024 which 
ensures the FAFSA is fully 
operational by October 1st each 
year. 
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https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2023-04-14/unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations-update-updated-july-19-2024
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-07-19/reminder-unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations


➔ 2026-27 FAFSA beta testing
○ Phase 1: August 4 (select 

schools)

○ Phase 2: September 1 
(anyone can apply)

○ FAFSA fully available Sep. 
24, one week ahead of Oct. 
1 deadline

2026-27 FAFSA Updates 

➔ FSA ID is now available immediately
○ No longer need to wait 1-3 business 

days to use on FAFSA
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➔ Contributor flow
○ Only need contributor email address.

○ Invite code created for contributor to 
use.

➔ FSA ID verification
○ Starting in summer 2025, 

increased rates of verification 
until new verification system.

○ ID Verification Resource Page

○ Webinar recording: Helping 
Students Navigate FAFSA 
Identity Verification

2026-27 FAFSA Updates 
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/ive-been-selected-for-financial-aid-id-verification-what-do-i-do
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/webinar/helping-students-navigate-fafsa-identity-verification
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/webinar/helping-students-navigate-fafsa-identity-verification
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/webinar/helping-students-navigate-fafsa-identity-verification


What We Know About the 
2026-2027 FAFSA 
● Students have intersecting identities and may be independent 

for a variety of reasons, such as having dependents, being 
former foster youth, being 24 years or older, and also be 
experiencing homelessness. 

○ Changes from The FAFSA Simplification Act have 
removed skip logic so students can check all 
circumstances that apply. 

○ Per NASFAA and ED, “if the student already qualifies as 
an independent student, the school is not required to 
confirm or verify their status as being homelessness or 
at risk of homeless.” 
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https://askregs.nasfaa.org/article/37081/if-a-student-is-independent-by-one-of-the-other-dependency-questions-do-we-need-to-confirm-homelessness?tn=1
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What We Know About the 
2026-2027 FAFSA 
● Students who are documented, but have parents who are undocumented and don’t have 

a SSN, can still fill out the FAFSA.
● In California, the CADAA is also available for mixed status families.
● SchoolHouse Connection hosted a webinar with the Presidents’ Alliance on navigating 

financial aid for immigrant and mixed-status students experiencing homelessness.
○ Practical Guide: Navigating Financial Aid for Immigrant and Mixed-Status 

Students Experiencing Homelessness

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/webinar/understanding-immigration-status-and-financial-aid-eligibility
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/navigating-financial-aid-for-immigrant-and-mixed-status-students-experiencing-homelessness
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/navigating-financial-aid-for-immigrant-and-mixed-status-students-experiencing-homelessness


Key FAFSA Policies for UHY
1. UHY are presumed to be independent in subsequent years, unless their situation changes 

or there is conflicting information. 

2. UHY determinations must be made as quickly as possible 
(within 60 days of enrollment). 

3. Certain programs and entities are authorized to verify UHY status, including school 
district homeless liaisons and their designees, homeless service providers/programs 
serving individuals experiencing homelessness and their designees, TRIO and GEAR UP 
programs, and financial aid administrators at previous institutions.

4. FAA must accept UHY determinations from these authorized entities. 

5. FAA must make UHY determinations from youth who cannot get determinations. 

6. UHY and provisional independent students are two separate and distinct processes. 
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Dependency Override
➔ Documentation: 

○ Per institutional policy 
○ Typically includes third-party letters and 

statements, wet signatures, letterhead, 
etc. 

➔ May consider relationship with parents

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
➔ Documentation: 

○ Either a determination from an 
authorized entity or a statement 
from the student (written 
statement or documented 
phone call) 

○ No further documentation 
➔ Relationship with parents not required 

to make determinations

UHY ≠ Dependency Override
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2026-27 FAFSA
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UHY FAFSA Question
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UHY FAFSA Question



Homeless Youth Determination Form
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/sample-form-letters-to-determine-independent-student-status-of-unaccompanied-homeless-youth-for-the-fafsa
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UHY FAFSA Question
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UHY FAFSA Question



Unusual Circumstances
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Unusual Circumstances



Verification
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Increased rates of verification during 2025-26 FAFSA cycle.

● More students required to provide ID to financial aid office. 
● Start having conversations with students Junior year or earlier

○ Do they have important IDs and paperwork? (ID, social security card/number, birth 
certificate, passport, etc.)

ID Verification Resources

● SchoolHouse Connection ID Verification Resource Page
● Webinar recording: Helping Students Navigate FAFSA Identity Verification
● I Am Here: Vital Document Legal Hotline for Youth by National Network for Youth

Verification of Identity
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/ive-been-selected-for-financial-aid-id-verification-what-do-i-do
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/webinar/helping-students-navigate-fafsa-identity-verification
https://nn4youth.org/programs/vital-document-legal-hotline-for-youth/
https://nn4youth.org/


Questions?
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WinSCP Secure File Transfer System

Log in to WinSCP 
using credentials 

provided by 
CSAC

Upload or 
drag/drop your 

file to the 
mapped 
directory

Automated 
validation 

process starts

A report is 
generated within 
30-90 minutes 
depending on 

file size. You will 
receive an email 

when it ready

You can 
download the 
file from the 

report directory
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Determining FAFSA/CADAA 
Completion

Instructions for verifying 
FAFSA/CADAA completion using 
WebGrants can be found here: 

• jbay.org/resources/homeless-youth-fafsa-challeng
e-policies-and-tools/

• jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/

© 2025 CA Homeless Education Conference

http://jbay.org/resources/homeless-youth-fafsa-challenge-policies-and-tools/
http://jbay.org/resources/homeless-youth-fafsa-challenge-policies-and-tools/


After the FAFSA/CADAA

Complete the Chafee Grant 
Application for Eligible Foster 

Youth Students 
(students was in a foster care 

placement between ages of 16-18)

Create a Webgrants 4 
Students Account

NEW! 
Claim CalKIDS Account
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Scenarios
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Scenario 1 
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Carrie has lived with her grandma for the last 17 years. 

She has little to no contact with her parents. She does not work or pay for any rent or groceries 
with grandma.

She is now applying for financial aid.

Is Carrie considered an unaccompanied homeless youth for the FAFSA?



Answer: It Depends
Unaccompanied: Yes

● Not living in the physical custody of her parents
● Grandma is not a legal guardian

Homeless: No
● Unless the conditions are substandard, housing appears to be fixed, regular, and adequate

Self-Supporting: No
● She does not work or have income so she cannot be considered self-supporting

If not homeless, student may still qualify as independent through unusual circumstances 
(dependency override)
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Scenario 2 
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Nicholas lives with his parents in substandard housing. He was identified as homeless while in 
high school by his liaison. 

He is still living with his parents in substandard housing.

He is now applying for financial aid.  

Is Nicholas considered an unaccompanied homeless youth for the FAFSA?



Answer: No, Dependent Student
Unaccompanied: No

● Nicholas is still living in the custody of his parents. 
● He will need to include parent information on the FAFSA.

Contact the financial aid office
● Professional judgement: potentially re-packing financial aid based on current circumstances
● Fee waivers, exceptions, scholarships, etc.
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Scenario 3 
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Maria was identified as homeless while in high school. 

She was independent for the 2025-26 school year through an unaccompanied homeless youth 
determination signed by her high school counselor.

She just filled out the FAFSA for the 2026-27 school year and answered “yes” to the 
homelessness question. Her situation has not changed in the last year. 

The financial aid office is asking for a new determination letter for the 2026-27 school year. 

Should you provide a new determination letter for Maria?



Unless conflicting information exists, or the student has informed the financial aid office their 
situation has changed:

● Students who were independent through UHY determinations shall be presumed 
independent in subsequent years at the same institution.

● No new documents or statements needed.

Answer: Student is Presumed 
Independent
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Scenario 4 
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Delilah has been living with her aunt since her parents were deported to Mexico last year. Delilah 
is a permanent resident. Her aunt is not her legal guardian. She has little contact with her parents, 
but they do text every couple of weeks. 

Delilah sleeps on a pullout couch in the living room and packs away the bed every day to use as a 
couch.

Is Delilah considered an unaccompanied homeless youth for the FAFSA?



Unaccompanied: Yes
● She is not living in the physical custody of the parents. Aunt and Uncle are not legal 

guardians. 

Homeless: Yes
● She is sleeping on the couch.
● “youth who are migrants and who qualify as experiencing homeless because they are living 

in circumstances described above.” (FSA Handbook)

Answer: Not UHY, Suggest 
Dependency Override
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Best Practices
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FAFSA Best Practices
● Explain the new changes to the 26-27 FAFSA to students and discuss the implications of the 

delay.  

○ Inform students with this email template

● Identify UHY and provide determinations to students ASAP. 

● Have students fill out the FAFSA as soon as they can and check state and college priority 
deadlines. Remind students to fill out the FAFSA every single year they plan to attend college. 

○ California Community College | Sept. 2, 2026

© 2025 CA Homeless Education Conference

https://schoolhouseconnection.org/inform-students-experiencing-homelessness-of-the-fafsa-use-this-email-template/


● Host financial aid nights and partner with local colleges.
○ Specific financial aid nights for families and parents with food, translators, and other 

events.  
● Create FAFSA mentors or graduation coaches to provide tailored focus and attention to 

students. 
● Encourage students to reach out to the financial aid office, even if accompanied, to see if there is 

extra aid or resources available. 
○ Homeless higher education liaisons 
○ Specific support programs 

● Provide devices (like laptop rentals, hotspots, etc.) or partner with libraries to assist students in filling 
out the online FAFSA. 

● Inform students about Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) and the maintenance of keeping 
federal student aid. 
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FAFSA Best Practices Advocacy

● Use July 2024 guidance if you receive any 
pushback from financial aid offices and email 
the financial aid director. 

● Reach out to us at SchoolHouse Connection if 
you continue to have issues with an 
institution. 

○ caleb@schoolhouseconnection.org 

© 2025 CA Homeless Education Conference
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mailto:caleb@schoolhouseconnection.org
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-07-19/reminder-unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-07-19/reminder-unaccompanied-homeless-youth-determinations
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/program/scholarship


Questions & 
Discussion
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Resources
● SHC FAFSA Page 

○ Sample Form for Determinations 

○ Federal Guidance about UHY July 19, 2024 

● SHC Youth Leadership and Scholarship Program

● John Burton Advocates for Youth 
○ FAFSA/CADAA Resources
○ FAFSA/CADAA Policies and Procedures 
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https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sample-form-letter-to-determine-the-independent-student-status-of-unaccompanied-homeless-youth/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/updated-federal-fafsa-guidance-for-unaccompanied-homeless-youth-as-of-july-19-2024
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/program/scholarship
https://jbay.org/
https://jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/
http://www.jbay.org/resources/homeless-youth-fafsa-challenge-policies-and-tools/
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Let’s Connect!
Facebook: SchoolHouse Connection

Instagram: @SchoolHouseConnection

X: @SchoolHouseConn

Linkedin: SchoolHouse Connection

YouTube: @SchoolHouseConnection

SHC Community on Slack
✍ Sign up at bit.ly/SHC-slack 

https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.instagram.com/schoolhouseconnection/
https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/schoolhouseconnection/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaEq_zAW96nkFyha53YYqYw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
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Let’s Connect!
Facebook: John Burton Advocates for Youth

Instagram: @jbaforyouth

X: @JBAforYouth

Linkedin: John Burton Advocates for Youth

YouTube: @johnburtonadvocatesforyout1186

https://www.facebook.com/JBAforYouth
https://www.instagram.com/jbaforyouth/?next=%2F
https://x.com/JBAforYouth
http://www.linkedin.com/in/john-burton-advocates-for-youth-4b76b9340
http://www.youtube.com/@johnburtonadvocatesforyout1186


Caleb McKay
Senior Manager, FAFSA Completion
SchoolHouse Connection
caleb@schoolhouseconnection.org

Contact Information
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Scan the code or visit the link 
to fill out a quick survey for 

today’s slides and a chance to 
win a $50 gift card!

https://shorturl.at/0JNG5 

Chris Jenne
Senior Project Manager
John Burton Advocates for Youth
chris@jbay.org

mailto:caleb@schoolhouseconnection.org
https://forms.gle/NKzeeCXwMpXoo7Na8
https://shorturl.at/0JNG5
mailto:chris@jbay.org

