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Why Financial Aid is Important
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High school seniors who complete the 
FAFSA are 63% more likely to enroll in 

higher education.

The more financial aid a student 
receives, the more likely they are to 

enroll and succeed in college. 



State of the 2024-2025 FAFSA
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• Priority Deadline was May 2nd, 2024
• Schools have been receiving ISIR data
• Students are now able to make 

corrections/changes to their submitted 
FAFSA

• Contributors without an SSN:
o CADAA is available for new and continuing students.
o Applicants and contributors without a Social Security 

number (SSN) can immediately access the online 2024-
25 FAFSA form after creating a StudentAid.gov account. 
Students and contributors will enter tax information 
manually. (April 30)

As of April 29th, 2024
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FAFSA Simplification Act: 
Overview of Key Changes 
for Homeless Youth 
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Independent Student Status: 
Students who meet this criteria are 
considered "independent" for 
purposes on the FAFSA, and do not 
have to report parental 
income information, often qualifying 
them for more need-based aid.

Definitions: 
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Definitions: 

Cost of 
Attendance 

(COA):                                
Total Amount to 
attend college, 

including tuition 
and non-tuition 

costs. 

Student Aid Index 
(SAI): 

A calculation used 
to determine 

eligibility for need-
based aid. SAI can 

go as low as 
-1500. 

Eligibility for 
Need-Based 

Aid: 
i.e., Cal Grant, 
Pell Grant etc. 

The Chafee Grant is EXCLUDED from the calculation of eligibility for unmet need 
starting in 2024-2025
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FAFSA Changes 

• Students (and parents or other contributors) must approve and 
consent to import income data from the Federal Tax Information (FTI) 
and students who do not file will no longer be required to provide a 
Verification of Non-Filing letter from the IRS.

• More options to verify homeless (and foster) status and status does 
not need to be reverified each year. 

• Transition from Expected Family Contribution (EFC) to Student Aid 
Index (SAI) 
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Completing the FAFSA for 
Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth: Step-by-Step 



List of at least one and up to 20 colleges

FSA ID log-in information (FAFSA only)

Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) or Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number (ITIN) (Optional on CADAA only)

Information about current assets, such as cash 
checking and savings accounts
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Getting Started: What a Student Needs to Apply
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Completing the FAFSA: Federal Tax Information 

• Students must approve & consent to importing data from the Federal Tax 
Information (FTI) (even if no tax return was filed).

• Students who do not file will no longer be required to provide a Verification of Non-
Filing Letter from the IRS. 
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Completing the 
FAFSA:
Student
Personal
Circumstances
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Completing the FAFSA: Student Personal Circumstances
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More programs and officials 
are authorized to verify 

unaccompanied homeless 
youth

Completing the FAFSA: Student Personal Circumstances
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• If “None of these apply”, the 
student can complete the 

FAFSA but must contact the 
financial aid office.

• FAA’s MUST make a 
determination based on a 

written statement, or 
documented interview, with a 
student. This determination is 
NOT a matter of professional 

judgment.

Completing the FAFSA: Student Personal Circumstances
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If a student has “unusual 
circumstances, they will be 

“Provisionally Independent” and will 
need to contact their FAA to make a 

final determination. 

Provisional Independence

 ≠
Unaccompanied Homeless 

Youth Determinations

Completing the FAFSA: Student Personal Circumstances
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Completing the FAFSA: 
Sample Determination Letters

schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
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Completing the FAFSA: Demographics

Gender, 
including if 

they are non-
binary or 

transgender

Race and 
ethnicity

Citizenship 
status

Parent 
Education 

Status

Parent Killed 
in Line of 

Duty

High school 
Completion 

Status
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Completing the FAFSA:
Student Financials

• Students are encouraged to check the boxes that 
apply to them about any federal benefits received.

• This may make the student exempt from reporting 
current assets. 

In California:

Medicaid = MediCal

SNAP = Cal Fresh

 TANF = CalWorks



© 2024 CA Homeless Education Conference

Diving Deep Into Implementation

Completing the FAFSA: Student Financials
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Completing the FAFSA: Select Colleges
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Completing the FAFSA: Contributors

• Contributors must create an FSA-
ID and provide consent to the IRS 
to receive tax information 

• A FAFSA is not complete until all 
contributors have completed, 
signed and submitted their 
sections 

• Contributors have 45 days to 
complete their section. 
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Completing the FAFSA

• Once submitted, students will 
receive a confirmation page 
with their estimated “Student 
Aid Index (SAI)”

• The SAI is used to determine 
eligibility for federal student aid. 
It is not how much aid the 
student is eligible to receive. 

• Students will receive a FAFSA 
Submission Summary
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CADAA: AB450 Affidavit 

• The AB450 Affidavit is now embedded in the 
CADAA application. 

• Students will need to confirm their eligibility 
based on:

• At least 3 years of full-time attendance or 
coursework at California schools 

• Be on track to obtain high school graduation 
(diploma or alternative) or be on track to 
obtain an associates degree or transfer to a 
CSU/UC
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After the FAFSA/CADAA
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Complete the Chafee Grant Application
• Current or former foster youth who was a 

dependent or ward of the court between 
16-18

• Up to $5,000 for up to 5 years until age 26.

• Can be used at public or private colleges, 
universities or career and technical schools 
in California or out of state.

• Must be enrolled at least half-time.

• Excluded from calculation of eligibility for 
unmet need!
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Create a WebGrants 4 Students Account



John Burton Advocates for Youth

WebGrants To Do’s for Students

Check award 
status for Cal 
Grant, Middle 
Class Scholarship 
and Chafee Grant

Verify if there are 
any “pending” 
items or forms 
that still need to 
be completed

Confirm that 
school of 
attendance is 
accurate

Verify that your 
GPA has been 
received. If not, 
contact high 
school counselor 
or CSAC

Enter high school 
graduation date 
(available on the 1st 
day of the month of 
graduation month.)

If you applied for 
Chafee Grant, 
check that 
“Department of 
Social Services 
Record” is verified.
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WebGrants: Check Award Status
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Understanding Satisfactory Academic Progress

Students who fail to meet their institution’s SAP 
standards for two consecutive terms will lose eligibility 

for most financial aid.
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Understanding Satisfactory Academic Progress

Inform 
students about 
how SAP works

1

Refer
 students to an 

academic 
counselor to 
ensure they 
register for 

proper classes

2

Advise 
students to talk 
to a counselor 

before 
withdrawing 

from any 
classes

3

Educate
students about 

the appeal 
process if they 
fail to meet SAP

4

Connect students 
to resources early 
- be proactive, not 

reactive

5
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Campus Support Programs

• Campus Basic Needs Centers: Food pantries, 
clothing, hygiene products, case management, and 
support with housing 

• For Foster Youth: 
• NextUp (California Community Colleges) – 

available to youth who have been in care at age 
13 or older and enroll before the age of 26. 

• Other Foster Youth Support Programs 
(Guardian Scholars) – available at all CSUs/UCs 
and some community colleges.  Available to 
youth who have been in care at any time. 
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Resources
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JBAY Financial Aid Resources 

Financial Aid Guide for California Foster and 
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 

Visual Guides for the FAFSA and CADAA

FAFSA/CADAA Webinar Training for Adult Supporters 

jbay.org/resources/financial-aid-guide/
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Other Financial Aid Resources 

School House Connection
www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/

• Sample Verification Letters
• Screening tools
• Flowcharts
• And more!

National Center for Homeless 
Education
nche.ed.gov/higher-education/

• ICanGoToCollege.com
ICanGoToCollege.com

• Cash for College Workshops: 
      https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov

• National College Attainment Network
www.ncan.org/page/better-fafsa 

• Financial Aid for Justice-Involved Youth
ylc.org/resource/financial-aidfor-jj-
youth

• Immigrants Rising
immigrantsrising.org 

http://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/fafsa/
https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/
http://icangotocollege.com/
http://www.ncan.org/page/better-fafsa
http://ylc.org/resource/financial-aidfor-jj-youth
http://ylc.org/resource/financial-aidfor-jj-youth
https://immigrantsrising.org/
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Thank you!

 
Maegan Mattock
Maegan@jbay.org
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