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1. Brief overview of the

TO g et h e r McKinney-Vento Act
our action
steps are:

2. Understand the impact
of homelessness on
families and children and
the prevalence

5. Share resources!

4. Learn how Project Teach

increased visibility and 3 Discover how cross-
identification through system collaboration in
outreach and training Sacramento led to a 134%
increase in the identification
of children ages 0-5
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Poll:
Who's in the room?
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About
SchoolHouse
Connection

orks to overcome

homelessness through

From prenatal through postsecondary, we
provide strategic advocacy and practical
assistance in partnership with schools, early
childhood programs, institutions of higher
education, service providers, families, and
youth.

WEBSITE:
schoolhouseconnection.org

NEWSLETTER:
schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

Federal and state policy advocacy
Q&A from our inbox

Webinars and implementation tools
Youth leadership and scholarships

5
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

Overview
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( Overview )

> Sharing the housing of others due to loss

H O m e I eSS n eSS cr);‘ahsoounssifmg, economic hardship, or similar
Defined:

> Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or
camping grounds due to lack of

Children and youth who alternative adequate accommodations.
lack a fixed, regular, and > Living in emergency or transitional

i ' shelters.
residence. > Living in cars, parks, abandoned

buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations, or similar settings.
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/communicating-about-homelessness/

Families often stay with

1)/ because
of lack of shelter availability,
and the fear of having
children removed from their
custody.

Staying with others puts families, infants,
and toddlers in vulnerable, harmful
situations, and, conditions that may
contribute to developmental delays.
Parents may stay with abusive/exploitive
people, or trade sex in order to have a
place to stay.
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C Overview )

Infants, Toddlers,
& Families
EXxperiencing
Homelessness

15.2%

Of infants and toddlers live in crowded housing, which
is known to jeopardize child development. 2.9% of
babies and toddlers have moved three or more times
since birth.

State of Babies Yearbook 2023 (Zero to Three)

Preanancy and parenthood may increase
the risk of youth homelessness

Young parents—especially those unmarried—had three times
the risk of experiencing homelessness compared to non-
parenting peers. This is the second highest risk factor for
young adult homelessness, second only to lacking a high
school diploma or GED and high school students who
experience homelessness are 10x more likely to become

pregnant or get someone pregnant. .
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C Overview )

Homelessness

among Families
with Children is
On the Rise

39.4%

Increase in families staying in
homeless shelters or visibly
unsheltered in 2024, according to HUD
(following a 16% increase in 2023)

Babies

Are the age group at greatest risk of
eviction, followed by children under the

age of five, according to research from

Eviction Lab. About a quarter of Black

babies and toddlers in rental households

face the threat of eviction in a typical »
year
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https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/02/upshot/evictions-children-american-renters.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/02/upshot/evictions-children-american-renters.html

Homelessness
Has

Homelessness in infancy has been found to be associated
with delays in language, literacy, and social-emotional
development, putting children at risk for later academic
problems.

The younger and longer a child experiences
homelessness, the greater the cumulative toll of
negative health outcomes.
+ Early childhood homelessness is linked to higher
rates of asthma and wheezing.

The impacts of homelessness on young children are long-
lasting, even once families are housed, including on
children’s school readiness.

The high school graduation rate for students

experiencing homelessness is 68% compared to 85%
for all students. This is the lowest graduation rate of any
student sub-group, including economically disadvantaged.

12
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C Overview )

Homelessness
Creates Barriers
to Accessing both

Housing and
Early Childhood
Programs

->

Different definitions mean many families are not
eligible for housing assistance, specifically those
who are doubled-up or staying in hotels/motels

High mobility of families moving in and our of
motels, staying with others, living in cars, etc.

Lack of documentation and other enrollment
barriers, including child immunization records and
parent work requirements

Lack of transportation to and from programs and
services

Lack of awareness of the best ways to reach
families

13
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Liaison Duties: Early Childhood Referrals

The liaison must be able to carry out the ten duties outlined in the law, including:

> ldentify McKinney-Vento students

-» Post public notice of McKinney-Vento rights to parents and youth

> Provide professional development and support on McKinney-Vento to school staff

> Ensure children and youths have access to and receive educational services including
services through Head Start programs (including Early Head Start programs) under the Head
Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), early intervention services under part C of the Individuals with

Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.), and other preschool programs administered
by the local educational agency

14
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Overview
( > Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home
Visiting (expectant parents/caregivers of

What |S “Early children up to age 5)
Ch | Id hOOd”? Early Head Start (prenatal to age 3)

Head Start (ages 3-95)
Early Intervention (ages 0-3)
Preschool (ages 3-4)

Child Care (ages 6 weeks - 12 years)

15
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PUBLIC
PRE-K

McKinney-Vento Act
requires liaisons to
proactively identify
children and youth
experiencing

homelessness and ensure

enroliment in Head Start
and ECE programs. For
public PreK, provides
immediate enrollment,
stability, transportation.

HEAD
START/EARLY
HEAD START

Categorical eligibility for
homeless families. Also
requires proactive
outreach, grace periods
for immunizations,
prioritized enrollment.
Allows programs to
reserve slots.

EARLY
INTERVENTI
ON/CHILD
FIND

States must make
early intervention
services available to
homeless
infants/toddlers;
LEAs must identify
and evaluate
children with
disabilities
experiencing
homelessness

CHILD
CARE

Requires prioritization,
use of funds for outreach
and enrollment of
homeless families,
expedited enrollment.

What about MIECHV? Requires data collection on homelessness; HRSA uses
broader definition for data collection, but not exactly aligned

HUD
HOMELESS
ASSISTANC

E

Requires programs
serving families to
designate a staff person
to ensure enrollment in
early childhood programs
and school.
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Poll: How have you supported
families with young children
under age six experiencing

homelessness?



Data
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Young Children
Experiencing
Homelessness
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Across 50 states, there are approximately
680,732 children under age six experiencing
homelessness (2022-2023).

126, 331 or 18.56% of all children under age
six experiencing homelessness are currently

identified and served by an early childhood
program (EHS, HS, LEA, HV).

That means 82% of children under age six
experiencing homelessness are not identified
and/or enrolled in an early childhood
program
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(o)

446,696 Infants &
Toddlers
Experiencing
Homelessness
Across the US

20
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Data ) . .
C > Across California, there are

Young Children
Experiencing
Homelessness

w

-

approximately 113,060 children under
age six experiencing homelessness
(2022-2023).

17,252 or 15.26% of all children under
age six experiencing homelessness are
currently identified and served by an
early childhood program (EHS, HS, LEA,
HV).

That means 85% of children under age
Six experiencing homelessness are not
identified and/or enrolled in an early
childhood program

22
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T« Infants & Toddlers

Experiencing Homelessness in

California

-

In California, an estimated 74,076 infants and
toddlers ages birth through three are
experiencing homelessness.

Only 12,421, or 16.77% of infants/toddlers
are currently identified and served by an early
childhood program (EHS, LEA, HV).

That means 83% of infants, toddlers, and
young children experiencing homelessness are
not identified and/or enrolled in an early
childhood program
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0-6 Enrollment
Across 50 States

Head Start & Early
Head Start

Enroll an estimated
7.6% of children
experiencing
homelessness

Local Education
Agencies

Serve an estimated
9.7% of children
experiencing
homelessness ages 0-5

Home Visiting

Serve an estimated
1.3% of children
experiencing
homelessness ages 0-5

24
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(o)

0-6 Enrollment

In California

Head Start & Early
Head Start

Enroll an estimated
6.6% of children
experiencing
homelessness

Local Education
Agencies

Serve an estimated
7.9% of children
experiencing
homelessness ages 0-5

Home Visiting

Serve an estimated
0.7% of children
experiencing
homelessness ages 0-5

25
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(o)

0-3 Enrollment
Across 50 States

Early Head Local Education
Start Agencies

Enrolls an estimated Serve an estimated
4% of infants and 4.4% of infants and
toddlers experiencing toddlers experiencing

homelessness homelessness
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(o)

0-3 Enrollment
In California

Early Head
Start

Enrolls an estimated
3.6% of infants and
toddlers experiencing
homelessness

Local Education
Agencies

Serve an estimated
12.1% of infants and
toddlers experiencing
homelessness
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Sacramento County Office
of Education

oooooo
Connection
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AbO Ut We promote the educational success of

children experiencing homelessness.

WEBSITE:

Project Teach is the
homeless services program

Office of Education.

30
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Sacramento County LEA Overview

« Sacramento County Office of Education

13 School Districts

53 Charter Schools

2023-24 School Year
e 278,746-Total Students Enrolled

* 15,447-Students Identified as Homeless



Shift to Focus on Children Ages 0-5

* 50% decrease in identification during COVID
» American Rescue Plan funds allocated \

« HETAC/CDE released an outreach tool

* Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program
— Supported Sacramento’s grant
— Project Teach participated in the Coordinated

Community Plan


https://www.hetac.org/fs/resource-manager/view/90eea54e-8d23-44ac-8601-91e63982102e

Plan for System Level Change

* Find the children ages 0-5
—Focus on shelters
—Partner internally
—Partner with LEAs

Outreach everywhere; train everyone
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Address Systemic Challenges

Problem:

Goal: Create Systemic Change

* Student Information Systems - - Liaisons share tracking tools
do not track ages 0-5

. No HMIS questions ‘  Advocacy for ages 0-5
guestions
* Education and housing ‘  Webinar with Schoolhouse
siloed

Connection to train housing
and homeless liaisons
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Continuum of Care (CoC) Partnership

* Appointed CoC Education
Board seat and Acting
Secretary, we serve on
committees and workgroups

* CoC funds a SCOE position
to coordinate services

 YHDP funds a SCOE
position to serve ages 0-5

* Mutual training with
stakeholders

* Adding Homeless
Management
Information System
(HMIS) questions
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HMIS Questions



HMIS Questions



HMIS Questions

\ PLEASE INDICATE ANY PROGRAMS THE CHILD IS CONNECTED 10:
Head Start

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Affiliated
Preschool

Home Visiting Program
Child Care

Early Intervention Services
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Activities To Increase ldentification

A Focus on
Outreach Training Resource Hub Developmental

Resources
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* Project Specialist |

« EHCY grant; Title | Part A Reservation; Continuum of Care

* Implement the Shelter Outreach Program and represent education
within the world of housing to increase visibility for children ages 0-5
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Overview of Sacramento County Shelter System

* 60+ shelters in Sacramento County

e 30+ of those locations focus on
serving children and families

— 1 is for youth only (12-17)

— 1 is for men with children only
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Shelter Outreach Program

Goals:

1. To strengthen relationships between
education and housing systems

2. To connect Homeless Liaisons and Early
Learning Advocates to local shelters

3. To inform shelter agencies and their

residents of their rights under McKinney-
Vento



Educating for Visibility

 Outreach to shelters

 Train shelter staff and parents

— Invite Homeless Liaisons and Early Learning
Advocates

* Provide resources, including posters,
brochures, and tangible items
« Create a community listserv

» Attend Family Case Conferencing
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Housing Partners Trained

Shelters
« All Sacramento shelters serving County Services

children and families * Department of Human Assistance
* Weather respite centers « Behavioral Health Services

Coordinated Access System
(connects those experiencing
homelessness with shelter and
resources)

e« 2-1-1 Sacramento
* “Frontline” workers
 Continuum of Care committees



* Project Specialist |

 YHDP funds a program that focuses on children ages 0-5
experiencing homelessness

* The focus of College Initiative is to address the critical challenges
faced by homeless transition-aged youth (TAY), identify their children
ages 0-5, and connect them to education.




Education Partners Trained

SCOE Programs Education

* Help Me Grow « School Districts

« SCOE Early Head Start * Charter Schools

« Infant Development Program * Higher Education
Community Agencies Early Learning Programs

« CPS « Early Childhood Directors
 Crisis Nursery « Early Head Start/Head Start
« Family Resource Centers « State Preschool

* Public Health Nurse Partnership * First 5 Sacramento



Cross-System Collaboration Within Education

* Partner with SCOE Early Learning Department
staff

Cross-departmental referrals for SCOE-
enrolled students who are pregnant and/or
parenting

Invite early learning partners, including
district LEAs, to our monthly meetings

— Dedicate a month to focus on ages 0-5



Quarterly

Newsletter

Early
Childhood
Resources

(Ages 0-5)

Community
Resources

Educational
and
Development
Programs
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https://www.scoe.net/divisions/ed_services/project_teach/early_childhood/?_gl=1*a1ag2l*_gcl_au*MTgwNjExMTYzNy4xNzQyNzAxNjM2*_ga*MTMwMzg0ODM1OC4xNzQyNzAxNjM2*_ga_XB6B9GR51J*MTc0NDkyNzkzNS4xMC4wLjE3NDQ5Mjc5MzUuNjAuMC4yNzEwMjY3MDI.
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EUqBb4W23slOi5nTgHHni5sBLLmn2Z3DAy1HeT3otUCG9g?e=hWGxau
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EUqBb4W23slOi5nTgHHni5sBLLmn2Z3DAy1HeT3otUCG9g?e=hWGxau
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EepklGz2D9JBnW5N6_2_-IIBPKT3TUMb2hlsOQG3oX0DPA?e=J3mlBZ
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EepklGz2D9JBnW5N6_2_-IIBPKT3TUMb2hlsOQG3oX0DPA?e=J3mlBZ
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EY1CrVTRQcBPk30lcpt1Vd0B93i159I_6DCHfdD5shU7kA?e=b3paiA
https://scoenet-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/tturrentine_scoe_net/EY1CrVTRQcBPk30lcpt1Vd0B93i159I_6DCHfdD5shU7kA?e=b3paiA

Focus on Development

« Approximately 75% of preschoolers
who are homeless have at least one
major developmental delay.

« Approximately 40% of preschoolers
who are homeless have two or more
major developmental delays.
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|dentification Brings Visibility!

134%
increase

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024

Ages 0-5 identified by K-12 local education agencies



Strategies for Increasing
ldentification & Enroliment
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Acti

C oo ) - Increase awareness of the McKinney-Vento
definition of homelessness among staff and
families, including how it impacts young children,

G Oa I : I n Crease th e and the services to which families are entitled.
I d e ntlfl Catl O n a n d > Increase collaboration with partner agencies

and systems serving families experiencing

e n ro I I m e nt Of homoelCe)ZTlr;te)Ziative workshops, trainings,
Chlld ren under SIX enroliment events
eXpe ri e n Ci n g - Improve data collection and reporting specific

to young children and families experiencing

homelessness

- Identify and advocate (when possible) for the
removal of barriers that prevent families
experiencing homelessness from accessing
programs -
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D

Strategies
& Best
Practices

Ask about children birth through age 5 on all
enrollment forms, housing questionnaires etc., and
collect and report that data

o Are there any younger children in the
household who are not yet school age?

Know who your local early childhood
development providers are and use this
checklist to make referrals.

Develop outreach materials and strategies to
reach families where they might frequent, such as
motels, laundromats, grocery stores, etc.

Develop formal partnerships with early
childhood providers, including through
Memorandums of Understanding (MOUSs)

54
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/referring-young-children-to-early-childhood-development-programs-checklist-for-homeless-liaisons
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/referring-young-children-to-early-childhood-development-programs-checklist-for-homeless-liaisons

C TT‘O"’;:‘ ) o Understand the early childhood requirements of
the McKinney-Vento Act, whether you are an EHCY
sub-grantee or not

Strateg |eS o Decide what tool you will use for collecting and
& T tracking data on children under six
IpS

o Know your local early childhood partners AND your
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison

o Ensure younger siblings are connected to early
childhood programs and services by making
referrals

o Share and discuss your data with partners (if
appropriate!)

o  Use your data to understand the needs of families
experiencing homelessness in your community

55
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/connecting-our-youngest-children-to-early-childhood-partners
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/homeless-education-directory#:~:text=Find%20the%20contact%20information%20for,and%20homeless%20higher%20education%20liaisons.&text=Under%20the%20McKinney%2DVento%20Act,your%20state%20homeless%20education%20coordinator.
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/referring-young-children-to-early-childhood-development-programs-checklist-for-homeless-liaisons
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/referring-young-children-to-early-childhood-development-programs-checklist-for-homeless-liaisons

Poll: What is one activity you could do
to increase the identification of
children ages 0-5 experiencing
homelessness in your county?

€
CCCCCCCCCC



Resources

T 57

SchoolHouse
Connection
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School
I Connection

v
9.

Infant & Toddler Homelessness
Across 50 states: 2022-2023

58
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New Tool! Updated Child & Youth
Homelessness Data Files

SHC and Poverty Solutions
at the University of
Michigan have updated
data profiles on
child/youth
homelessness that are
disaggregated by county,
school district,
Congressional district and
state legislative district.
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/data-profiles

(Resources)

60
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/child-care-for-children-experiencing-homelessness

CResou rces)

Just launched! 61
www.thrivefromthestart.org
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http://www.thrivefromthestart.org/

Additional Resources

e Resources to Support Children and
Youth Displaced by Disasters

e McKinney-Vento Act: Quick Reference

e Infant and Toddler Homelessness
Across 50 States

e Case Studies in Supporting Infants
and Toddlers

e Indicators of Homelessness:
Awareness Building Tools for Staff
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/resources-to-support-children-and-youth-displaced-by-disasters
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/resources-to-support-children-and-youth-displaced-by-disasters
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/mckinney-vento-act-quick-reference
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Infant-and-Toddler-Homelessness-Across-50-States-2021-2022.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Infant-and-Toddler-Homelessness-Across-50-States-2021-2022.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Case-Studies-in-Supporting-Infants-Toddlers-and-Expectant-Parents-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Case-Studies-in-Supporting-Infants-Toddlers-and-Expectant-Parents-Experiencing-Homelessness.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/indicators-of-homelessness-awareness-building-tools-for-staff
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/indicators-of-homelessness-awareness-building-tools-for-staff

Additional Resources

e Deeper Dives for Schools: Practical
Strategies to Serve Young Children
Experiencing Homelessness

e Connecting our Youngest Children to
Early Childhood Partners

e Preschool Flow Chart

e Young Children Experiencing
Homelessnhess: an Overview

e Why We Use The Phrase
“Experiencing Homelessness”

63

© 2025 CA Homeless Education Conference


https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/deeper-dives-for-schools-practical-strategies-to-serve-young-children-experiencing-homelessness
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/deeper-dives-for-schools-practical-strategies-to-serve-young-children-experiencing-homelessness
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/deeper-dives-for-schools-practical-strategies-to-serve-young-children-experiencing-homelessness
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/connecting-our-youngest-children-to-early-childhood-partners
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/connecting-our-youngest-children-to-early-childhood-partners
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/imported-files/PreschoolFlowchart.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/young-children-overview/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/young-children-overview/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/why-we-use-the-phrase-experiencing-homelessness
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/why-we-use-the-phrase-experiencing-homelessness
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Let’'s Connect!

Facebook: SchoolHouse Connection

Instagram: @ SchoolHouseConnection

X: @SchoolHouseConn

Linkedin: SchoolHouse Connection

YouTube: @SchoolHouseConnection

SHC Community on Slack
Sign up at bit.ly/SHC-slack

65
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https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.instagram.com/schoolhouseconnection/
https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/schoolhouseconnection/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaEq_zAW96nkFyha53YYqYw
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYgbiJUhKWImThcuy6XYNlDZnQ7TKP4smqlqlwr0BWoHAv2g/viewform
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/advocacy-network

Q&A



Thank you for joining us!

Tara Turrentine Lindsay Curtis Kerstin Morell Sarah Vrabic

Coordinator Project Specialist | Project Specialist | Early Childhood
Senior Program Manager
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