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Anay Garcia Ortega

McKinney-Vento/Foster Youth Liaison 

I am a former foster youth and teenage mother who has overcome significant adversity, 

including housing instability and systemic barriers. My lived experiences fuel my passion 

for supporting McKinney-Vento and foster youth. As a Liaison for Rialto Unified School 

District, I serve 29 campuses, working to ensure vulnerable students have access to 

critical resources. I’m currently pursuing my degree at UC Riverside, combining my 

background in sociology with professional expertise to create lasting change and 

empower youth to succeed. 

Vanessa Gutierrez Castro

McKinney-Vento/Foster Youth Liaison

I grew up with a hardworking mom and little guidance through school, switching from 
Spanish to English and traveling often to Mexicali, which made it hard to keep up. As a 
former Emergent Bilingual student, I know how tough it is to navigate the system. Now, 

with over four years of experience, I support foster, homeless, and bilingual students as a 
McKinney-Vento and Foster Youth Liaison at Rialto Unified, serving 29 schools. My 

mission is to help families access resources, remove barriers, and ensure every student 
has the tools to succeed.
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Diving Deep Into Implementation



OUR MISSION
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As former students who have personally faced the challenges of poverty, 

language barriers, housing instability, and the foster care system, we are 

committed to empowering vulnerable youth and their families. Through 

advocacy, access to resources, and tailored support, we strive to break down 

systemic barriers and create pathways for academic success and long-term 

stability. Our mission is to ensure every student—regardless of their 

background—has the tools, guidance, and opportunities needed to thrive in 

school and in life.
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 Who are you? What is your 'why'? What's the purpose 
or reason behind your work with homeless students?

Briefly share with your elbow partner your 
answers to the questions above. 



STUDENT POPULATION
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Student Enrollment

23,461

19 Elementary Schools 
5 Middle Schools 
4 High Schools

1 Virtual Academy 
We service 29 School Sites

 



IDENTIFICATION PROCESS: 
ENROLLMENT  CENTER
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● The Enrollment Center will identify ( NEW or 
Reactivate) students as McKinney or Foster upon 
enrollment; and provide the Foster and Housing 
Questionnaire.

● The Registration Center will identify students as 
McKinney-Vento upon enrollment and add the 
Program Code and Dwelling Type in Synergy.

● If the student needs services, they must be 
directed to the school site representative at their 
assigned school. 



SCHOOL SITES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

LIST 
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SCHOOL SITES 
REPRESENTATIVE DUTIES 
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- Annually, each school-site administrator will designate a McKinney-Vento & Foster Representative(s).

- Housing Questionnaire should be completed every time there is a change of living situation.

- Have your Records Clerk follow up with the students CUM Folder.

- Review and verify Monthly CALPADS Report at the school site that are sent out by the district liaisons. 

- OLR Registration summer before the new school year begins and in January 

- The McKinney-Vento  Representative will conduct and interview with the parent and accurately complete the 
McKinney-Vento-Foster Youth referral.

- Have the ADDRESS on the Referral reflect information on Synergy.

- Input the CODE (McK/Foster) on the STUDENT NEEDS SCREEN.

- If the student has shared information that they are homeless, please make sure you contact the guardian.



IDENTIFICATION PROCESS: ONLINE 
VERIFICATION
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Click icon to add picture
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- The McKinney-Vento  Representative will conduct and 
interview with the parent and accurately complete the 
McKinney-Vento-Foster Youth referral.

- Have the ADDRESS on the Referral reflect information on 
Synergy.

- Input the CODE (McK/Foster) on the STUDENT NEEDS 
SCREEN.

- Once resources have been provided The McKinney- Vento 
Representative will submit the referral to the district’s 
Foster Youth Liaison, for further follow up.

- Transportation

- Housing

- Clothing 

- Shoes

- Toiletries

- Backpack & School Supplies 

- Thus far we have received 364 referrals 2024-2025 school 
year 

INTEGRATED STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_DoT4QvYpGViw2-RbW_vUvoIHeWBhZ2LIOFq9qvpWNdK12w/viewform


MCKINNEY-VENTO PADLET : ON THE GO RESOURCES 
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Kindness 

Connection
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The Kindness Connection 

is a clothing tree 

designated for the families 

and children of Rialto 

Unified School District. 



TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
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We provide two reliable transportation options to ensure our homeless youth students have consistent school 

access to education: 

- Rialto Unified School District Transportation:

- Supports student participation in all academic and extracurricular activities, including:

- Zero Periods

- 7th Period

- Think Together (After School Program)

- Senior Events

- After School Tutoring

- EverDriven (Third-Party Contract):

- Offers door-to-door pick-up and drop-off for students with unique transportation needs. 

Our goal is to remove transportation barriers so every student can attend school consistently and participate fully in 

their educational journey.



STEPS FOR PROVIDING HOUSING RESOURCE 
SUPPORTS AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL
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1. Referral Received from the School Site 

○ School site staff submit a referral indicating the family's need for housing assistance.

2. Needs Assessment & Urgency Evaluation

○ The District Liaisons evaluates the family’s level of urgency and identifies the most appropriate support services.

○ A meeting is scheduled to build rapport and complete a Housing Assessment Form, collecting details about the current living 

situation.

3. Resource Provision

○ Based on the assessment, support may include:

■ A 90-day stay at our district contracted hotel

■ With Open Arms Referral - Financial assistance (rent, utilities, or move-in costs)

■ Employment or housing search support during temporary housing

4. Initial Contact - Third Party Housing Program

○ With Open Arms staff contacts the family to confirm the referral and set up an appointment.

5. Follow-Up & Support Continuation

○ Ongoing communication is maintained to support housing stability and ensure resource use is effective.



HOUSING RESOURCE: WITH OPEN ARMS 
HOUSING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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With Open Arms provides comprehensive housing navigation services for families, especially those in need of low-income or general housing 

support. In partnership with the Rialto Unified School District through an annual contract, the organization offers the following resources:

● Assistance with housing searches and applications

● Help obtaining or replacing vital documents such as birth certificates, Social Security cards, and California ID waivers

● Financial support including:

○ Up to $1,000 for rental assistance or move-in costs

○ Utility assistance

○ A $1,000 Walmart gift card (requires proof of a rental agreement)

With Open Arms Housing Referrals – Progress Update

● 43 housing referrals have been submitted

● 19 families have received rental assistance

● 2 cases are currently pending

● 22 families are in follow-up status

We are committed to continuous improvement and actively working to support the remaining families in accessing the $1,000 assistance.

 



TEMPORARY HOUSING RESOURCE  
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Rialto Unified School District partners with WoodSpring Suites to provide short-term emergency housing for families in crisis, including those who are unhoused, living in vehicles, or recently evicted.

Program Details:

● 90-Day Stay: Families are offered up to 90 days of emergency housing. (May be extended, contingent on funding) 

● Required Documentation: A district hotel contract must be completed reviewing grades and attendance. Including an indemnity waiver signed by the family.

● Accommodations:

○ Single or double rooms available

○ Each room includes a small kitchen area with a stove

○ Free Wi-Fi access provided

○ Hotel amenities 

Purpose - This emergency placement is designed to give families stability and time to:

● Save for future housing

● Seek employment

● Engage with With Open Arms programs for rental assistance and long-term support.

Emergency Hotel Placements – Impact Update

● 26 hotel placement contracts submitted

● 25 families assisted

● 60 students supported through emergency housing

Rialto Unified School District continues to provide stable, short-term housing to ensure families and students have a safe place to stay during times of crisis.



SCENARIOS
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Megan Williams is a third grader at Dunn 

Elementary School. She informed her teacher, 

Ms. Ramirez, that her family was evicted last 

night and that she no longer has clothes. Megan 

has a kindergarten sibling at Dunn, as well as 

two other siblings attending Carter High and 

Kolb Middle School.

Question: What steps will you take to support 

Megan and her family?

Nick Vielman is a seventh grader who has been 

arriving late to school for the past two days. 

When questioned by the attendance clerk, he 

disclosed that he recently moved in with his 

grandparents because his mom relocated to 

another state for work. However, his grandparents 

are unable to drive him to school.

Question: What steps will you take to support 

Nick?



Events
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BREAKING BARRIERS, BUILDING FUTURES: POSITIVE 
OUTCOMES FOR OUR HOMELESS YOUTH & FAMILIES 
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THANK YOU FOR COMING! 
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Vanessa Gutierrez Castro 

vgutierr2@rialtousd.org 
(909)873-4336 EXT: 2386

Anay Garcia Ortega  

agarciao@rialtousd.org 
(909)873-4336 EXT: 2206

“A life is not important except in the impact it 
has on other lives.”

 
- Jackie Robinson 


